Women's studies project begins.
Family Health International has begun a 5-year program of research to determine the impact of family planning on women's lives in developing countries. The US Agency for International Development awarded FHI an $8.6 million agreement to manage the project, which began in October. Research has examined the impact of family planning services on infant health, demographic trends, health care costs and many other related subjects, says Dr. Theodore M. King, FHI's president and chief operating officer. "With this project, we hope to examine the benefits of family planning on numerous aspects of women's lives, including self-esteem, education and autonomy," Dr. King says. An ultimate goal of the project is to provide leaders in developing countries with research to help shape their national health policies and programs.